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Abstract:

Consumers doing a Web search, and vendors doing keyword advertising or search engine
optimization, face a decision of which words to use. A consumer and vendor won't encounter
one another unless they choose the same word. This research in progress draws on theories of
economic psychology and game theory to predict which word an individual will use, and the
distribution of word choices within populations of consumers and vendors. There are
practical implications for an individual consumer, vendor, or search engine that can predict
which words will rise or fall in popularity over time. There are also theoretical implications
for the efficiency and size of the advertising market. Comments are sought for this research
in progress.

Bio:

David Bodoff earned his PhD at New York University's Stern School of Business. He has
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