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Abstract

Large language models (LLMs) increasingly mediate human communication, from drafting
emails to summarizing scientific reports, yet whether they faithfully preserve a speaker’s
position remains largely untested. We modeled Al-mediated communication as a two-step
pipeline in which one LLM generates an argument from a specified stance and another extracts
the stance from that argument. Across 112 debate propositions, 9 mainstream LLMs, and
5 variants, no model preserved the original stance more than 70% of the time. Patterns of failure
include polarization, deviation from neutrality, and stance flipping. These results expose a
fundamental fidelity gap in Al-mediated communication, with direct implications for journalism,
policy deliberation, and most domains where opinion-laden messages pass through language
models.
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