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Abstract:   

Google search indices can be useful for measuring time-varying cross-regional public interests for which 

survey data are extremely rare. However, there is a practical difficulty with generating longitudinal Google 

Trends. Google Trends provides normalized counts from zero to 100 instead of absolute counts, thereby 

placing its cross-sectional indices across different times on different scales. Thus, merely pooling cross-

sectional data fails to create desirable longitudinal data. To resolve this problem, we develop a method for 

rescaling Google Trends indices to build longitudinal data. We illustrate this method with applications to the 

issues of employment and the coronavirus. This new tool opens the door to using Google searches merged 

with various kinds of time-series cross-sectional data, which has not been possible. 
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